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Date:  November 3, 2009
In Attendance:  Janna Wright, Jennifer Solomon, Donna Patch, Jennifer Butler, Kiki Hummel, Kim Clayton, Patti Lofgren, Narda Weierbach,  Kelly Simmons, Christopher Gillis, Edoura McDaniel,  Susan Hertz, Christie Petrie, Ursula Williams, Linda Kelly, Col. Keith Kalman, Jennifer Garcia, Guisell Yepes, Sandie Meyers, Anne Heil, Cathy McDonnell, Christopher Wood
Cathy McDonnell called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  On behalf of the PTO she presented a new U.S. flag to Col. Keith Kalman of the Westside High School ROTC.
 Guest Speaker:  Col. Keith Kalman thanked the PTO for the flag and gave a brief overview of the ROTC program at WHS.  There are currently 145 members in ROTC.  The goals of the ROTC include encouragement of graduation by all members, and promoting success after high school.  The ROTC is not a military recruitment organization.
Minutes from the October 6, 2009 meeting were approved via email per Debbie Noriega, and sent to Kelly Simmons for posting on the PTO website.

1. Treasurer’s Report:  Kelly Simmons

Income and Expenses were reviewed.  The Homecoming Dance profits were $ 1300 over projected  income, bringing in over $ 8300.  Additional merchandise  including hoodies and decals were purchased this month.  The new flag was expensed to school improvements..

2. Membership:  Christie Petrie

There are now a total of 460 members.
3. Fundraising:  Kiki Hummel

Dollars for Scholars donations have currently reached $ 9740.  Reminder cards were dropped off for mailing by HISD.
4. Committee Reports:
Homecoming Dance:  (Cathy McDonnell for Debbie Noriega and Lisa Eldemire)  The dance was a great success with over 870 tickets sold.  Thanks was extended to all who helped plan and work at the event.

College Night:  (Cathy McDonnell for Karla Dulaney)  The night went smoothly with very good attendance.  The PTO provided dinner for the college representatives.
5. Staff Appreciation:  (Cathy McDonnell for Lisa Say and Sonia Elder)

Plans are underway for a holiday appreciation event.  Narda Weierbach reported that the staff appreciation luncheon held recently in each of the houses was very successful.  

6. Landcaping/Grounds:  (Jennifer Solomon)
A landscape work day is planned for Saturday, Nov. 14th.  Students can work for service hours.

7.  Alumni Association:  (Susan Hertz)

The annual alumni breakfast is being planned for January.

8. Directory:  (Patti Lofgren)

The directory is being put together now, and a “privacy override” form will be in the e-news and on the school website soon.

Principal’s Report: (Christopher Wood for Paul Castro)

Mr. Wood thanked the PTO for the new flag, accepting it on behalf of Mr. Castro, and expressed appreciation for the many things PTO is involved in at the school.  He reported that the administration and faculty are still wrestling with the new grading policy.  SDMC will be working with the faculty on the policy in lieu of the next faculty meeting.  At the last SDMC meeting, it was decided that the lowest grade that could be given on a major test/project is 50%.  Mr. Wood reminded the group of the town hall meeting scheduled for November 18th at WHS with guest speaker Dr. Terry Grier, HISD Superintendent.  
Mr. Wood would like to develop a college committee of  WHS graduates to return and talk to current students about their college experiences.  

Honor roll ribbons were given by the deans personally to qualifying students last week.  Perfect attendance ribbons will be distributed soon.

Old Business
Jennifer Garcia reported on the Shattered Dreams program aimed at prevention of drunk driving.  The program is offered by the Harris County Hospital District.  It is free of charge and utilizes the Fire Department and Life Flight.  It is offered in the Fall around homecoming and in the Spring near prom times.  Cathy McDonnell is working with the administration to possibly set a date for this program at Westside.

New Business

Christie Petrie and Kelly Simmons have been working on a new e-mail source called Constant Contact.  It allows instant distribution of information to all PTO members  and a sample message was sent this week announcing this meeting.

The second annual Veterans’ Day concert extravaganza by band, choir, orchestra, and ROTC is scheduled for November 10th at 7pm.  A barbeque dinner is offered prior to the concert in the Commons.  Ticket order forms are available on the school website.

The Book Fair will be held December 7-11th.  Volunteers will be needed.

There will be no General PTO meeting in December.  The next meeting will be held January 12, 2010 in the library.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm by Cathy McDonnell.
Respectfully submitted by,

Janna Wright,  Corresponding Secretary

(for Debbie Noriega, Recording Secretary)
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